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PROCEEDINGS 
of the 
FORTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING 
of the 
PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The Forty-fifth Annual Meeting of the Pennsylvania Library Association was 
held in Harrisburg on November 5th, 6th and 7th. The meeting was opened by 
the President of the Association at 2:00 P. M. Monday, November 5th, in the 
Ball Room of the Penn Harris Hotel. 

The keynote address for the conference theme, The Library in a Changing 
World, was given by President Helen A. Ganser. She expressed a belief in the 
power of books to alter the life of individuals and nations, noting that the world 
has never stood in need of books as it has today for a new development of our 
spiritual resources. Books are viewed now as the instruments for holding the 
peace, and President Ganser asked the members of P. L. A. to rededicate them- 
selves to their profession in the cause of peace, which is the “greatest cause that 
ever enlisted the thoughts of men.’ 


The theme for the afternoon session, Rehabilitation and the Library, was 
introduced by Miss Rose Cologne, specialist in Community Adult Education, 
State College. As an adult educator she expressed the opinicn that the veterans 
must be integrated with the whole library program. They should be served as 
individuals and not as an abnormal group. Dr. G. Franklin Stover, of the Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction, spoke on Work With the Returning Service Men on 
the Secondary School Level. He outlined the steps which are being taken to 
enable veterans to complete their high school training. Act 212 of the General 
Assembly gives the privilege of evaluating credits, administering examinations 
and awarding diplomas to every school board. Major Henry M. Gross, Acting 
Director of Selection Service, discussed The Veteran and the Library. He reviewed 
the work of the three agencies which are working with the veteran: Selective 
Service, The Veterans’ Administration, and the U. S$. Employment Service. Rep- 
resentatives from all three groups form the local Veterans’ Service Committee to 
keep the constituent bodies informed of each other’s activities and to maintain an 
information center. 

Concluding the afternoon session, Miss Jean C. May, Librarian of McKees- 
port, spoke on Library Aspects of the Springfield Plan, thus taking the thoughts 
of the assembly from the veteran to the civilian. The basic assumption of the 
Springfield Plan is that racial antagonisms can be controlled by education. In 
the schools prejudice is eradicated by the friendly approach of studyi 
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PROCEEDINGS 
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grounds of different nationality groups, 
learning history and analyzing differ- 
ences. For the adults, programs of edu- 
cational forums, radio broadcasts, etc., 
are used. Libraries can help promote 
the plan by supplying materials, and by 
the education and discipline of their 
staffs to liberal policies. 


Education in a Streamlined Era was 
the theme for the second session which 
opened at 8 P. M. Dr. Francis B. 
Haas, Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, was scheduled to speak, but 
was called out of town. In his absence, 
Dr. Paul Whitmeyer brought the As- 
sociation greetings from the Depart- 
ment. He called upon librarians to bring 
their services to a greater number of 


people in the community and _ sug- 
gested a greater use of publicity to 
achieve this goal. 

Dr. Alfred D. Keator, Director of 
the State Library, speaking on the 
Library as an Educational Institution, 
described the library as an adjunct to 
formal education. It supplies four 
types of reading: for recreation, for in- 
formation, for study, and for reference 
or the search for facts. In conclusion 
Dr. Keator said: “The library is the 
great social memory of the world, and 
the librarian has the honorable func- 
tion of controlling the resources of this 
memory and placing them at the service 
of the public mind.” 

Miss Rose Cologne, speaking on Adult 
Education and the Library, advocated 
interpreting the library to the com- 
munity to encourage more widespread 
use. Among her suggestions were: 
conducted tours of the library, exhibits, 
information on the way the library is 
financed, making spot maps to show 
what areas do not use the library, and 
providing adequate reading materials 
for adults. 

The Harvard Report on Education 
for the Future was discussed by Mr. 
Harold West, of the Free Library of 
Philadelphia. He criticized the report 
for its failure to tell how to achieve in- 
tellectual maturity. Aristotle’s Politics 
is a more successful treatment of the 
same theme, in his opinion. Libraries 
can help by entering the adult educa- 
tion field following the example of the 
Scandinavian Volkschochschule. We 
must teach people to educate them- 
selves, for nothing worth knowing can 
be taught. The recent trend toward 
mass production of cheap books is an 
encouraging sign. 

Significant current books were inter- 
estingly and dramatically reviewed by 
Miss Helen Metzler, of New York. In 
introducing the books she said, “Over- 
burdened minds need something to lift 
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them out of themselves, so literature 
today has more than one function—it 
serves to educate, furnishes excitement 
and escape.” 

Mrs. May Kunz Valencik spoke on 
Education for the Rural Areas Through 
the Library Extension Program. She 
stressed the need for more state and 
federal funds. Pennsylvania’s position 
is between the thirtieth and the thirty- 
fifth in the United States, with one-half 
book per capita, while $3.00 per capita 
is spent for motion pictures. Only .14 
cents per capita is spent for the exten- 
sion division. Mrs. Valencik feels that 
the rural areas should be given good 
library service or none and she recom- 
mends the establishment of contract 
relationships with the counties provid- 
ing book service. 


The topic for the Tuesday morning 
session was What Makes a Library 
Tick? In introducing the program, 
President Ganser said it would be in 
the nature of a panel discussion, with 
no one speaking who was not a librarian. 

Miss Edith Patterson, of Pottstown, 
spoke interestingly of the importance of 
Good Personnel as the heart of the li- 
brary program. Dean Marie H. Law, 
of Drexel Institute School of Library 
Science, read a paper on Professional 
Ethics. A satisfactory code, she feels, 
is fundamental to our status as librari- 
ans and should be a guiding star ap- 
plicable to all librarians. Professional 
Reading was discussed by Mrs. Mar- 
garet Williams, Readers’ Advisor, York. 
She recommends reading for profession- 
al growth and stressed the importance 
of a well-informed staff and one that 
has at least a nodding acquaintance 
with all branches of knowledge. Miss 
Helen I. Borneman, of Wilson College, 
spoke briefly on the Value of Bibliogra- 
phies and Lists. Every librarian should 
be on the alert to discover the needs of 
readers, particularly the serious student 


and to recommend bibliographies which 
would be helpful. 

Mr. Ralph Shaw, Librarian, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, talked on 
Scientific Management in the Library. 
He prefaced his remarks by saying, “It 
is easy to be nice to people if you are 
not bored by routine, not tired out by 
running, and can get rid of unnecessary 
labor by using gadgets.” Through mak- 
ing things convenient and by the proper 
integration of work, many of the prin- 
ciples of office management can be ap- 
plied to libraries. Mrs. Mary Ellen 
Lewis, of Kutztown, spoke on Exhibits 
in the Library, suggesting that they 
should be informative, and timely. To 
have a display calendar for the year 
makes for good planning. 

The Library and the World of Schol- 
arship, discussed by Dr. John H. Powell, 
of the Free Library of Philadelphia, 
concluded the morning program. His 
plea was that all records should be 
saved, lest we lose part of the past for 
the future. Further he said librarians 
have long been content to keep mate- 
rials well, but it is now time that, when 
a library has rare materials, it should 
circulate them among deserving per- 
sons, thereby assuming to itself a re- 
search function. 


Leadership Through Young Minds 
was the theme for the fifth session which 
convened Tuesday afternoon. Mrs. 
Elsie Singmaster Lewars, speaking on 
History for the Young Reader, empha- 
sized the point that historical fiction 
should always be authentic. She also 
felt it important that young readers 
begin with local facts and learn the 
history of their own towns and com- 
munities. Vocational Books for the 
Teen Age was presented by Mrs. Betty 
Peckham Imhoff, an author of the type 
of book about which she spoke. Career 
stories, she said, have become numerous 
and vocational information is often tied 
up with a love story. Miss Helen A. 
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Betterly, of the State Library, contrib- 
uted timely remarks on the subject of 
Comics. The dictionary says “comic” 
means “funny,” but what Miss Betterly 
found on the news stands can best be 
described as “horrific,” for in the books 
murder was committed by every con- 
ceivable method. The question of what 
the child gains from pictures has to be 
answered by each one individually, but 
we should endeavor to have the harm- 
ful things removed. Young People’s 
Reading was the subject of Miss Amelia 
Munson’s talk. Young people have a 
multiplicity of interests and their books 
have to be chosen from both the chil- 
dren’s and the adult collections. IIlus- 
trating this she quoted poems from all 
fields of literature. 

Speaking on The College Library and 
the Young Adult, Harold W. Hayden, 
of Bucknell University, said: “The col- 
lege library will have to extend its serv- 
ice beyond the campus and project it- 
self into the community more than it 
has in the past.” He was thinking of 
the young adults, veterans and those 
whose education was interrupted by 
going into war industries, and the towns 
in which colleges are located that have 
inadequate library facilities. In Mr. 
Hayden’s opinion the college curriculum 
should be revised to encourage inten- 
sive use of books, but these must be 
chosen with the students in mind. 

Miss Martha Huddleston, of Pocket 
Books, Inc., summarized the _back- 
ground of The Teen Age Book Show, a 
film to propagandize reading. Every- 
where the program has been enthusiasti- 
cally received. The showing of the film 
followed and was greatly enjoyed by 
the group. The address by Miss Marie 
VanHorn, sociologist from York, which 
had been postponed from the preceding 
evening, was next presented. It dealt 
with Juvenile Delinquency and the Li- 
brary. The librarian can render a dis- 
‘ tinct service to these children by giving 
them books for temporary relief from 


their impoverished environment. Miss 
VanHorn’s plea was that worthwhile 
books be made available to the chil- 
dren in detention homes where solitary 
confinement is the usual procedure, and 
that libraries conduct story telling hours 
and give books to such children when 
possible. 


An address by Mr. Norman Cousins, 
editor of the Saturday Review of Lit- 
erature, Can Man Survive the Atomic 
Age? was the feature of the Tuesday 
evening meeting. Mr. Cousins drew a 
historical parallel between our days and 
the story of the Peloponnesian War as 
told by Thucydides. In that war de- 
mocracy, represented by Greece, was 
also the victor, but their civilization 
collapsed because they were unable to 
write a lasting peace. Although the 
Greek states were geographically united, 
they lacked the wisdom, courage and 
belief in common sovereignty to trans- 
form this geographical unity into a po- 
litical unit. 

Two thousand years later the authors 
of the Federalist saw the lesson for 
organization. States within a _ geo- 
graphic entity must unite or fight. It 
is a common fallacy that the American 
colonies united because they formed a 
homogeneous group. Thomas Payne 
reported that they could not have been 
a heterogeneous group. The United 
States were formed to prevent war. 
The first organization of these States 
under the loosely formed Articles of 
Confederation failed and the Constitu- 
tion took its place. 

Today the entire world is as much a 
geographical unity as the Greek states 
were over 2,000 years ago or as the 
thirteen colonies were over 200 years 
ago. In terms of travel-time it was 
further from New York to Philadel- 
phia in Revolutionary times than it is 
from New York to Chungking today. 

The invention of the atomic bomb 
makes this world geographical unity 
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even more apparent, and yet 90 per 
cent of humanity would rather be dead 
than sensible. We are all under an um- 
brella of destruction, and if it comes 
down it will come down on all of us. It 
is dificult for us to realize this, since 
we think that all strangers are barbari- 
ans, yet they are under the same um- 
brella with us. 

In this country we think we have 
military security, but actually we have 
no military security. We came out of 
this war the most hated nation in the 
world because of our use of the atomic 
bomb at Hiroshima. The bomb was 
used without warning or demonstration 
despite the opposition of the scientists 
who developed it. We could have indi- 
cated our willingness to establish an 
international organization to control it. 
The problem is not to control the 
atomic bomb only, since even more 
horrible weapons are being planned. 
We must control the ability to make 
war. 

We now face the possibility of anony- 
mous warfare. The next war will be a 
global disaster which no one can win. 
This single world problem needs a sin- 
gle world solution. We must be wise 
enough to set up controls while it is 
still possible to do so. These controls 
will come only in conjunction with law 
and government and the immediate 
machinery requires a_ single world 
policy. 

There is some hope for peace, since 
atomic power can eliminate poverty, 
one of the greatest causes of war. All 
nations can have this source of wealth. 
Then, too, if the “rings of disaster” 
theory is valid, this common threat will 
unite the world against its danger. We 
have the choice between disaster and 
the greatest era in world history. 

Concluding the evening program, 
Miss Dorothy H. Litchfield, Free Li- 
brary of Philadelphia, spoke on The 
Use of Visual Aids in the Library. By 
the use of lantern slides you can publi- 


cize the library and its books by trans- 
parencies made from your own nega- 
tives and film strips. Miss Litchfield 
also described three different sizes and 
kinds of projectors. 


Wednesday morning was given over 
to Section meetings and to the business 
meeting of the Association. A luncheon 
meeting was held at 1 P. M. 

The theme for this final session was 
The Library and the Community. Miss 
L. Marion Moshier, from the New York 
State Education Department, spoke on 
The Public Relations Program of the 
Library, saying Public Relations means 
doing a good job with your pulse on the 
community and then telling people 
about it. She suggested a seven point 
program: have the best staff possible 
and one that pulls together by in-service 
traming, regular staff meetings and urg- 
ing staff members to join professional 
organizations, keep satisfactory book 
stock, catalog, records and periodicals, 
know the resources of your region, keep 
your customers satisfied, understand 
your governing and taxing bodies, do 
not forget your contacts with your li- 
brary board, and have radio programs 
to keep up interest. 

Speaking on The Literary and Cul- 
tural Contributions of the Library to 
the Community, Mrs. Thomas Mahlin, 
Vice-President of the Woman’s Club of 
York, discussed the use club women 
make of the library in arranging pro- 
grams, and other activities. 

“Personality is the sum of one’s phys- 
ical, mental, and spiritual attributes,” 
was the first thought of Miss Grace W. 
Estes, from Wilkes-Barre, in speaking 
on The Personality of the Library. Li- 
braries must have a congenial atmos- 
phere, an interest in each patron and 
his needs, and avoid the use of library 
terminology. Staff members need to 
feel the importance of their jobs and in 
their relations with each other should 
be free from friction. The directors are 
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important: they need to have broad 
vision of the library’s educational func- 
tion and provide adequate funds. Her 
final statement was the “personality of 
the library emanates from the top.” 


The concluding speakers of the con- 
ference were the American Library As- 
sociation Executive Secretary Carl Mi- 
lam and President Ralph A. Ulveling, 
giving an informal talk on A. L. A. 
activities. 

Mr. Milam said that at the Executive 
Board meeting in October, budget mat- 
ters and a study of librarianship were 
discussed. It was suggested that one 
person in the A. L. A. headquarters 
devote full time to placement and one 
to personnel matters, and that a study 
of librarians, their salaries, etc., be 
made, possibly by the Brookings Insti- 
tution. Mr. Ulveling said that he had 
been talking with navy officers about 
educational films and how they can be 
used in library programs. The conclu- 
sion reached was that the public library 
must become the distributor of these 
films. As regards the international re- 
lations of libraries, the new Department 
of Cultura! Relations was described and 
Mr. Ulveling said the book campaigns 
for devastated libraries will be inaugu- 
rated through the American Book Cen- 
ter, that the Center is getting the money 
in hand and is working with the presi- 
dent’s Relief Control Board. The Rock- 
efelle eee Fund is working 
with the A. L. A. in buying scholarly 
periodicals and pad for educational 
institutions devastated by the war. In- 
ternational conferences have been sug- 
gested for the basis of beginning the 
work. Mr. Milam announced the Mid- 
winter Conference is to be held Decem- 
ber 27-30, 1945, in Chicago, and the 
annual conference is to be held June 
16 to 22, 1946, in Buffalo. 

Through the Library Development 
Fund, the National Relations Office in 
Washington has been established at 
1709 M Street, with Paul Howard as 


director, for the purpose of advancing 
and protecting the interests of libraries 
and those who use libraries. Mr. Milam 
enumerated and explained the follow- 
ing points of the new office’s AC TION 
PROGRAM. 


Disposal of surplus property to pub- 
lic agencies, including libraries: Recog- 
nition of libraries in connection with 
research—possibly federal aid to re- 
search: Transfer of surplus camp library 
books: Library employees to be in- 
cluded in the Social Security Program: 
A bill is being drafted providing for 
federal financing of at least one regional 
library demonstration in each State: 
Move to keep low postal rates: Federal 
aid for the equalization of public li- 
brary service: and improved program 
of document distribution. 

A discussion of the progress made in 
raising money in Pennsylvania for the 
Library Development Fund _ followed. 
The conference closed in the late after- 
noon of November 7, 1945. 


BUSINESS MEETING 


The Business Meeting of the Penn- 
sylvania Library Association was called 
to order by President Ganser in the 
Assembly Room of the Penn-Harris 
Hotel at 10:30 A. M. on November 7, 
1945. It was agreed to dispense with 
the reading of the minutes of last year’s 
Business Meeting. The President an- 
nounced that the registration at the 
conference was 200, with 34 new indi- 
vidual members and two new institu- 
tional members. 

Reports of various committees and 
section meetings were called for by the 
President: 

Archives Committee: Since the goal 
—and Archival Building—of the com- 
mittee has been reached, the Committee 
on Archives wished to be discontinued. 
It was moved, second and carried, how- 
ever, that the Archives Committee be 
continued. No provision for their 
financial support was made. 
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Memorial Scholarship Fund: It was 
announced that $450 has been accumu- 
lated by the Memorial Scholarship 
Fund in memory of Miss Margaret 
Jackson. Contributions have been re- 
ceived from librarians in Pennsylvania, 
New York and New Jersey. Mr. An- 
staett made a motion, which was sec- 
onded by Miss Matthews and carried, 
that the Executive Board appoint a 
representative to a joint committee to 
administer the Margaret Jackson Schol- 
arship. 

Legislative Committee: Miss Harriet 
T. Root, Chairman, said the committee 
had no report in addition to the one on 
1945 Legislation which appeared in the 


Summer Number of the P. L. A. Bul- 
letin. 
Resolutions Committee: Miss Mat- 


thews suggested that greetings be sent 
to Pittsburgh on the occasion of their 
Fiftieth Anniversary, thanks be given 
to Miss Ganser for her service and ap- 
preciation be extended to the exhibitors 
and the hotel management. A motion 
was carried to wire the best wishes and 
congratulations of the Forty-fifth An- 
nual Conference of the Pennsylvania 
Library Association to the Library of 
Pittsburgh on the occasion of its Fif- 
ticth Anniversary. 

Membership Committee: Miss Cran- 
dle, chairman, reported that there were 
719 individual and 183 institutional 
members of the Pennsylv ania Library 
Association on the treasurer’s list dated 
April 26, 1945, a total of ‘902. One 
member has been lost through death 
and eight for other reasons, leaving 710 
individual and 183 institutional mem- 
bers. The Membership Committee 
circularized librarians, library boards, 
library schools and members of the 
Catholic Library Association and ob- 
tained sixty-one new individual mem- 
bers and twelve new institutional mem- 
bers, making a total of 771 individual 
and 195 institutional members, a total 
of 966 members. During the confer- 


ence there were thirty-four new indi- 
vidual members and two new institu- 
tional members added, making a total 
of 805 individual and 197 institutional 
members, a total of 1002 members. 

Scholarship Committee: Miss Mat- 
thews reported four scholarships given 
this year, the money coming from fees 
paid by the exhibitors and expressed 
senedaniin to the present exhibitors. 

Standards and Certification: Mrs. 
Godcharles, chairman, distributed cop- 
ies of the Pennsylvania County Library 
Standards, upon which her committee 
had been hard at work. She suggested 
the names of Miss Bettina Hunter and 
Miss Inez Crandle to fill the vacancies 
on the committee for the next three 
years. Eight hundred sixty-seven li- 
brarians have been certified since 1937. 

Catalogers’ Section: Miss Borden, 
chairman, reported no attendance at 
this section meeting and suggested 
sending out a questionnaire to see if 
anyone is interested in its continuance. 

Children’s and Young People’s Sec- 
tion: Miss Preston, chairman, suggested 
changing the name of the section to 
“Workers With Children and Young 
People.” This group has tried to at- 
tract school librarians and stated that 
they need a list of children’s and school 
librarians for the State. The group 
voted to retain the same chairman for 
the coming year and to send thanks to 
the National Dental Association for 
their radio programs. 

College and University Section: Mr. 
Elliott H. Morse, chairman, reported 
the election of next year’s officers for 
this section as follows: Chairman, Helen 
I. Borneman, Wilson College Library; 
Vice-Chairman, Philip M. Benjamin, 
Allegheny College Library; Secretary, 
Ruth Taylor, University of Pittsburgh 
Library. 

County Libraries Section: Miss Cran- 
dle, reporting for Miss Oller, chairman, 
announced the same officers continuing 
in office for another year. She read the 
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County Library Standards drawn up 
by the Standards and Certification 
Committee, and it was moved and sec- 
onded that these standards be accepted. 
Discussion of the standards followed. 
Mr. Anstaett moved that the motion on 
the floor be amended to read “tentative 
standards,” and this was seconded by 
Mrs. Valencik. A vote was taken and 
the motion was adopted. 

Public Library Section: Miss Estes, 
chairman, reported that the section had 
used Miss Eaton’s “Planning Report” 
as a basis for their discussion. (This 
report will be published in the next 
issue of the Bulletin.) Next year’s 
officers of the section are: Chairman, 
Katharine Bennet, Williamsport; Vice- 
Chairman, Katherine W. Rock, Green- 
ville; Secretary, Dorothy Vance Hall, 
Sharon. 

Junior Members’ Round Table: Miss 
Catharine Barnhart reported for Mrs. 
Lois Patterson, chairman. Only two 
members attended the meeting, so there 
was no discussion. She reported slow 
progress on the library directory, and 
that the committee has decided to pre- 
pare it for the printer, despite gaps. 

Nominating Committee: Miss Mary 
M. Restelli, chairman, presented the 
slate of officers for the coming year. A 
motion to accept the report of the Nom- 
inating Committee was made, seconded 
and unanimously carried. 

President, Herbert B. Anstaett, 
Franklin & Marshall College, Lancas- 
ter; Vice-President and President-elect, 
Katharine Shorey, York Public Li- 
brary; Secretary, Mrs. Alice E. Hansen, 
Pennsylvania College for Women, Pitts- 
burgh; Treasurer, Clifford B. Wight- 
man, Lancaster Public Library; Mem- 
ber-at-Large, Harriet T. Root, Bethle- 
hem Public Library; A. L. A. Council 
Representative, Carl William Hull, Du- 
Bois Public Library; Alternates, Her- 
bert B. Anstaett, Katharine Shorey. 

Mr. Anstaett introduced the new of- 
ficers and members of the Executive 
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Committee to the group, after which 
President Ganser closed the meeting 
with an expression of thanks for the 
opportunity of serving the State asso- 
ciation. 
Mrs. Atice FE. Hansen, 
Secretary. 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


The financial report of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association for the period 
November 9, 1944-October 31, 1945, 


was presented as follows: 


Balance, November 9, 1944.. $936.14 
Receipts 
Dues, Institutional.......... 276.00 
Dues, Individual.......... _ 487.00 
Exhibits, 1944 Conference... 220.00 
Miscellaneous ............. 99.78 
Anonymous Gift for Confer- 
ence Program ........... 100.00 
Total Receipts . $2,118.92 
Disbursements ...... .. 956.95 
Balance on hand October 
seer ore ee $1,161.97 
Cuirrorp B. WIGHTMAN, 
Treasurer. 


THE NEW PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
ROOM AT PITTSBURGH 

The Carnegie Library of Pitzsburgh 
celebrated its fiftieth anniversary on 
November 5, 1945, with the opening of 
the Public Affairs Room. This was the 
main feature of the observance of the 
anniversary and attracted more than 
3000 visitors. The next evening the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra was 
engaged to give a free concert similar 
to the one presented in 1895 at the 
Library’s opening. 

With its Public Affairs Room in oper- 
ation, Carnegie Library will participate 
more effectively in the dissemination of 
information and ideas relating to the 
many problems confronting the world 
today. The newest books and pamph- 
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lets dealing with these questions are 
now brought together from various 
parts of the Library. 

Books are grouped under broad head- 
ings without regard to the usual system 
of classification. The Pacific World, 
What to Do With Germany, Building 
the Peace, Labor, and The Returning 
Veteran are typical of the first groups 
of books. New topics will be added as 
public interests change, and a continu- 
ous flow of new books will keep the 
collections abreast of the times. 

The Public Affairs Room operates as 
part of the Central Lending Division, 
and all books, pamphlets and _periodi- 
cals are lent for home reading. 

Intercultural relations form a special 
feature of the new room and will be 
given as much emphasis as_ possible. 
Interest in all races and nationalities 
should be heightened by the display of 
arts and crafts. The initial exhibit is a 
miscellaneous one, comprising items 
from twenty-six different nationality 
and ethnic groups. Exhibits will be 
changed periodically, and after being 
shown in the Public Affairs Room they 
will be displayed in each of the branch 
libraries. 

The displays of art objects are impor- 
tant in themselves, but it is hoped that 
they will lead to reading about the 
culture and customs of the various peo- 
ples who make up our world. The best 
books are shelved within easy reach of 
the exhibits. 

The furnishings and the initial book 
stock for the new room were given by 
Miss Mabel Gillespie in memory of her 
parents. 


ERIE ORGANIZES REGIONAL 
GROUP 
A regional organization for librarians 
of Erie and Crawford County, and near- 
by points in Ohio and New York, was 
formed in a meeting in the Erie Public 


Library on December 7th, sponsored by 
the Erie Public Library Staff Associa- 


tion. 


Forty-four public, school and college 
librarians from Meadville, Edinboro, 
Cambridge Springs, Conneaut, Ohio, 
Erie and other places in the vicinity, 
were present. Presiding at the meeting 
was Miss Rita Ann Nies, President of 
the Erie Public Library Staff Associa- 
tion. Speakers were Miss Evelyn Mat- 
thews, Acting Extension Librarian, and 
Miss Helen Betterly, Specialist in Chil- 
dren’s and Young People’s Work, both 
from the State Library at Harrisburg. 
William Bacon, Librarian of the Erie 
Public Library, presented the idea for 
an area organization, and after discus- 
sion Miss Alice Jose, School Librarian 
of East High School in Erie, was elected 
temporary chairman of the group. Sec- 
retary-treasurer is Miss Nina Blakeslee, 
of the Public Library. These two are 
to appoint a committee on organization, 
which will report at another mecting 
to be held in the spring. 


Following the business meeting, a so- 
cial hour was held in the Children’s 
Room, with members of the Erie Public 
Library Staff as hostesses. 


LANCASTER ASSURED OF 
NEW BUILDING 


As a result of the recently conducted 
campaign, the Lancaster Free Public 
Library is assured of a new and ade- 
quate building as soon as conditions will 
allow construction to start. To date, 
the sum of about $150,000 has been 
raised and more is coming in all the 
time. This sum is to be combined with 
the fund of $160,000 which was already 
on hand. Through the help of several 
other projects it 1s expected to put the 
amount collected during this campaign 
up to about $200,000. 


[ 33 ] 














